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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

January 2025* 

Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 75% 5/6 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 75% 5/8** 

TUSA Events Attendance N/A 2 

UTAS Events Attendance N/A 0 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance N/A 1 

 

Narrative update:  

Getting started in the role of Undergraduate Education President has been so exciting already. The past 
months have been a great learning experience to soak up all the many things there are to know and 
prepare for the coming year. There has been so much opportunity to connect with staff and students, and I 
cannot wait to build these connections further.  

Since the 1st of November 2024 these are the key events and meetings I’ve attended: 

• Joined the tour of the Forestry building with P Fay and N Farrelly 7/11 
• Met with L McLaren for an initial handover meeting, 8/11 
• Missed an “extraordinary ULTC” meeting due to short notice and clash with an exam, 12/11 
• Missed the UCUPC meeting due to short notice and prior commitments, 13/11 
• Missed the TUSA Team Meeting due to prior commitments, 13/11 
• Attended the Pre-Senate meeting with K Harman and S Keating, 18/11 
• Met with M Parsell and L McLaren for a monthly catch-up, 18/11 
• Attended the Student Leader Conference both day 1 and 2, 20-21/11 

  

*Note this report regards all attended meetings and events starting from 01/11/ 2024 until 19/01/2025. 
**Note that due to the handover in November most missed meetings were due to short notice (< 2 days). 
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• Attended the Clubs and Societies Awards Night, 21/11 
• Attended Academic Senate, 22/11 
• Met with K Lertsinpakdee for a handover meeting, 25/11 
• Met with L McLaren for a rundown of the UTAS Committees and staff and ongoing projects, 25/11 
• Attended the State Council meeting, 25/11 
• Obtained Mental Health First Aid Certificate in a 2-day course given by A Lamont, 27-28/11 
• Attended the Gender Based Violence Executive Oversight Committee, 27/11 
• Missed Academic Senate Planning Day due to the time difference while being home (Belgium) for 

the holidays, 5/12 
• Met with B Smith for a monthly check-in, 17/01 

I look forward to the coming months as there are many more exciting projects and events to come, 
especially with O-week on the horizon.  

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

February 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 4 4 

TUSA Committees Attendance 1 1 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 0 0 

UTAS Committees Attendance 1 1 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 1 1 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance 0 0 

Media Communications Participation 0 0 

Conferences Attendance 0 0 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 0 0 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation 1 1 

 

Narrative update:  

During the end of January and start of February, things are starting to slowly pick up again after a quiet 
period at the end of December and start of January. Many meetings have been focused on preparation for 
the busier times ahead, with many exciting events to look forward to.  

State Council Onboarding and DiSC Workshop 
The past month has (yet again) been mainly a month of learning, not just about the many UTAS staff and 
committees, but also about me and the other State Council members. In the two days of attending the 
TUSA Onboarding (the 21st and 22nd of January), it was amazing to finally meet all my amazing fellow 
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student reps in person! Apart from some great teambuilding fun, these days deepened my understanding 
of student union and TUSA history, SSAF allocation, UTAS and TUSA committees, and general insight in 
efficient meetings and teamwork. We were able to immediately try out these newly learnt techniques in 
our January State Council meeting the next day. Through an additional meeting on the DiSC framework 
(on the 29th of January), I learned about my own personality style and how it fits within the TUSA Team, 
as well as understand how to make sure I work effectively with the other student reps.  

Academic Round Tables 
During the coming year, I want to ensure that students have a place to come and share their perspectives 
and experiences, as well as get to share their insight into heavily discussed topics at UTAS meetings to 
ensure I am adequately informed of the overall student opinion. This has led to the initiative to re-invent 
Academic Round Tables, a dedicated space for students to be actively involved in directing my student 
representation. I am aiming to organise cohort-specific Academic Round Tables for all students in 
semester 1 and roll them out as a regular occurrence in semester 2.  

Hobart TasPride Parade 
TUSA participated in the annual TasPride Hobart Parade on the 1st of February, and it was amazing to see 
so many people there to celebrate Tasmania’s LGBTQIA+ Community! Having some students from the St. 
John Fisher College join us was wonderful, and it was nice to get to know them. It was amazing to see so 
many people, organizations, and allies come together in solidarity, making it a very vibrant and meaningful 
experience.  

Gender-Based Violence Executive Oversight Committee 
Alongside A Smith I attended the GBV Executive Oversight Committee meeting on the 4th of February, 
where the conversation was mainly situated around the finalisation and publication of the GBV Action 
Plan and the practical implications and enforcement of the highly needed mandatory Respect @ UTAS 
training sessions for UTAS accommodations. There will be further discussion with staff members as to 
what these will look like this semester and in the future.  

I look forward to O-Week and the start of the semester, especially Clubs and Societies Day. I cannot wait 
to meet students and listen to their stories, as well as have fun!  

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

March 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 6 6 

TUSA Committees Attendance 1 1 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 5 5 

UTAS Committees Attendance 4 4 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 5 4 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance 0 0 

Media Communications Participation 0 0 

Conferences Attendance 0 0 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 5 5 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation 0 0 

 

Narrative update:  

It was a busy month! After a well-deserved summer break, things have now well and truly picked up 
again. Orientation week kicked off the academic year well, with many great events. In week one, apart 
from attending my now third (!) Hobart C&S Day, I also made it up to Launceston for my very first time. I 
was lucky to meet many awesome students and Clubs and Societies, and I enjoyed listening to their 
stories. I am excited to get to know everyone more.  
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Orientation Week 

In O-Week, you might have seen me at a TUSA stall on the New to Town Expo or the Sandy Bay O-Day. 
Otherwise, I was lucky to be able to speak about TUSA at the Nursing Orientation, College of Science and 
Engineering Orientation and Bachelor of Arts Orientation. It was exciting to see the Sandy Bay campus 
come to life again and welcome the new students to UTAS. I also got to speak with many non-first year 
students, and it was so valuable to hear about the different experiences in different cohorts. I hope to see 
the many new faces around! 

Hobart and Launceston C&S Day 

The biggest event of the year was on in week 1: Clubs and Societies Day. In Hobart, many stalls popped 
up on the rugby field which we got to enjoy in some nice summer sun. It was amazing to see so many C&S 
join in and organise their own cool activities for students to try out. Seeing everyone find their community 
with a C&S was wholesome.  
C&S Day in Launceston was the best opportunity for me to get a better understanding of the student life 
up there, although I definitely got jealous of their beautiful fancy buildings… Meeting so many excited 
students was the highlight, and hearing from all the different C&S was super valuable. I hope to get to 
talk to them more soon!  

Academic Round Tables 

In week 2, I also met with some students from the Southern CoHM and CALE C&S to brainstorm what 
Academic Round Tables should look like. Should they be open to all or cohort specific? Should they be run 
per topic of conversation? How often and when would be the best? How should they be promoted?  
Feedback varied lots, but with very insightful comments. I will likely trial a couple of different set-ups and 
see what works best for all campuses and online. Please reach out to me with any comments/ideas! 

UTAS Committee Meetings 

As the year has properly started, many committees have met in the past month. I attended the University 
Course and Unit Proposals Committee, the Gender-Based Violence Oversight Committee, and Academic 
Senate. Within Academic Senate, the main topics of discussion regarded the reduction of the number of 
the teaching periods, a new credit framework to more easily credit prior learning, and a shift of the 
enrolment dates from October to mid-November such that this can hopefully coincide with timetabling. I 
was also able to attend a meeting regarding the Academic System Reform (which include the teaching 
period reductions) led by L Bereznicki as part of a student reference group, something I am very curious to 
see where it leads. I look forward to the future discussions and learn more about what this will mean for 
students.  
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I am very excited about Academic Round Tables and hope to meet many more students there. Learning 
about everyone’s concerns, experiences and ideas is very valuable, and I hope to create a space where 
everyone can be heard. If you have any academically related concerns, questions or stories, feel free to 
reach out to me at any time! 

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

April 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 2 2 

TUSA Committees Attendance 1 1 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 3 2 

UTAS Committees Attendance 5 3 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 1 0 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance 0 0 

Media Communications Participation 0 0 

Conferences Attendance 0 0 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 0 0 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation 0 0 
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Narrative update:  

Hi everyone,  

After a very very busy start to the semester, the past quieter month was very welcome. Due to a couple of 
busy uni weeks and becoming unwell, I focused on the committee meetings and have had to pause my 
own initiatives.  

 

Academic Round Tables 

Due to my health concerns, I have not made much progress since last month on the organisation of 
Academic Round Tables, but don’t worry – they have not been cancelled! I am super keen to get these off 
the ground and meet students soon. It is a priority to lock in some dates and locations so I can start 
spreading the word! 

 

UCUPC Update 

In the main UCUPC meeting I attended, as well as the additional working group, the changes to the Table 
of Approvals have been a hot topic. This mainly concerns the decision behind where certain changes are 
approved. In addition, the course discontinuation of X5A Course Certificate in Research was a highly 
discussed topic, as it previously was an obligatory course for HDR candidates. It has been very clear that 
many HDR candidates do not see the value in this course, and thus they are exploring alternative methods 
to provide HDR candidates with the necessary research skills and knowledge.  

 

As it’s been a less busy month (also due to some missed meetings from me) I will leave this report as a 
shorter read than usual. I’m so keen to get back into it, and I hope everyone enjoys a very well-deserved 
mid-semester break!  

As always, never hesitate to reach out to me with any thoughts/ideas/questions/concerns, I’m happy to 
chat! 

 

Kind regards,  
Siska 

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

May 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 5 5 

TUSA Committees Attendance 0 0 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 1 1 

UTAS Committees Attendance 2 2 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 1 1 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance 1 1 

Media Communications Participation 0 0 

Conferences Attendance 0 0 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 0 0 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation 0 0 
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Narrative update (FOR PUBLICATION):  

Hi all,  

I hope everyone enjoyed a well-deserved mid-semester break and got to spend some time with friends 
and family. With only a couple weeks to go until the end of semester, study loads seem to have picked up 
for many of us.  

Academic Student Concerns 

An English expression I learnt recently is that “the devil is in the details”, which captures most academic 
complaints very well. Many frustrations coming from students relate back to the disorganisation of and 
between units, and in courses. Seemingly simple things like standard assessment deadline times, earlier 
exam timetable release, or even receiving PowerPoints before a lecture all constitute how we experience 
the overall quality of our degrees. Southern Campus President Ruby has done an amazing job running 
weekly Vent Tents, and her collected data is a great resource to inform what changes within the academic 
system I want to focus my advocacy on.  

It has been a main goal of mine to further explore how to best follow up many of these avoidable student 
concerns. For example, at ULTC, Jack was able to share many of Ruby’s findings in a safety share, some of 
which Jack and I had earlier this month discussed with the DVC-E.  

UCUPC Update 

At UCUPC the main topics all concerned new courses (sometimes due to major changes to a course, 
causing it to be considered a new course replacing a previous one, rather than be considered a change to a 
course). For example, CoHM is replacing the Advanced Nursing Postgraduate Course Suite to better meet 
workforce demands, and in CoSE the Bachelor of Engineering (Specialisation) with Honours is moving to a 
program which embeds Climate Safe Engineering principles across all three specializations. They are also 
hoping to incorporate Virtually Integrated Projects (VIP), which involve teams of different undergraduate 
study levels to work together on long-term projects, as well as reduce the honours weighting from 50% 
to 25% in the final year. CoSE is also looking to introduce a fully new course – Graduate Certificate in 
Forestry, which will be offered in collaboration with Australian partner universities and financially 
supported and marketed by the Australian Forest Products Association.  

Academic Round Tables 

As getting Academic Round Tables of the ground incurred a delay in organization last month, I have made 
the decision to focus on the behind the scenes work and get them ready for a fabulous launch from the 
get-go in semester 2! This way, I can ensure that we get as much value out of them as possible and gives 
me some time for proper advertising.  
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As always, never hesitate to reach out to me with any thoughts/ideas/questions/concerns, I’m happy to 
chat! 

 

Kind regards,  
Siska 

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

June/July 2025 
Item Measure Target* Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 8 8 

TUSA Committees Attendance 1 1 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 3 3 

UTAS Committees Attendance 2 2 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 1 1 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance 0 0 

Media Communications Participation 0 0 

Conferences Attendance 0 0 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 1 1 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation 1 1 

*Please note that my targets for this month are of, as I was unable to accurately keep track of missed meetings.   
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Narrative update: 

Hi all!  

Since writing our last report and this one, semester one finished up and semester two has started. 
Between exams wrapping up and a welcome winter break during which I took some leave (25/06-17/07), 
it has been a slower period for me. I’ve had some time to recharge and hope you did too! Here are the 
meetings I attended since our May State Council report:  

- Attended Academic Senate 16/05
- Attended the Academic System Reform – Student Pre Meeting 21/05
- Attended the Academic System Reform – Student Reference Group #4 21/05
- Attended the TUSA Team Meeting 21/05
- Attended the TUSA State Council 21/05
- Attended GBV Campaign Planning 22/05
- Met with J. Oates-Pryor, S. Ward, R. de Villeneuve, and L. McLaren to discuss the TUSA

perspective on Students as Partners 26/05
- Joined a meeting organised by the student campaign group Save UTAS Arts 29/05
- Celebrated Ingrid for all the years of work at TUSA 29/05
- Attended UCUPC 04/06
- Met with B. Smith for a People Insight meeting 04/06
- Joined the tour of the Forestry Building 05/06
- Met with DVC-E L. Bereznicki and J. Oates-Pryor 10/06
- Attended the meeting with L. Fletcher to discuss the Change Proposal for the CALE 11/06
- Attended TUSA Board Governance Induction 17/07
- Attended the TUSA stall on Sandy Bay O’Day 17/07
- Attended GBV Campaign Planning 18/07

It was lovely to meet so many new faces (and see some old ones) on O’Day, and I hope everyone has had 
a great start to the new semester. Here are a couple of updates from me:  

Academic Round Tables 

I have planned to organise at least three academic round tables, which will be per topic (rather than 
discipline). Currently, it looks like we will have one to discuss Students as Partners across the university, 
one on assessment tasks – given the changes the Assessment and Results Procedure is about to undergo, 
and one on online learning. The latter will be hosted online, and I will reach out to staff members who are 
teaching online and see if they would like to help spread the word. If you feel a vital topic is missing, 
please let me know!  
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Forestry Building 

Especially towards the end of last semester, there were many important discussions going on. It was 
amazing to see the Forestry Building in a state where it is easier to imagine what the final product will 
look like and have an opportunity to provide feedback. With the aim to have the building open to students 
in February 2026, hopefully the building can offer a central space in the city for students, as well as 
qualitative study spaces. There are also ongoing conversations about TUSA’s presence in the city.  

Further, the State Council team have done an amazing job at the Gender-Based Violence Campaign, and it 
will be amazing to see the posters with Heidi’s beautiful artwork pop up on campus and social media.  

I wish everyone a smooth start to the new semester (or my compassion if you’re in trimesters…)!  

As always, never hesitate to reach out to me with any thoughts/ideas/questions/concerns, I’m happy to 
chat! 

 

Kind regards,  
Siska 

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

August 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 8 8 

TUSA Committees Attendance 2 2 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 5 5 

UTAS Committees Attendance 1 1 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 3 2 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance 0 0 

Media Communications Participation 0 0 

Conferences Attendance 0 0 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 0 0 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation 0 0 
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Narrative update:  

Hello everyone!  

Semester 2 has now well and truly started, and hope everyone’s start to the new study period has been 
smooth. These are the meetings/events/committees I have attended since writing the June/July report:  

- Attended UCUPC 23/07 
- Attended the Arts & Society meeting with L. Fletcher and J. Chase regarding the CALE Change 

Proposal 23/07 
- Attended State Council meeting 23/07 
- Attended the Mini C&S Day/SLE 24/07 
- Postered on Sandy Bay campus for the GBV Campaign 25/07 
- Met with J. Oates-Pryor to discuss Students as Partners (SaP) 28/07  
- Attended the Future Senate Structure – consultation on latest proposal meeting with K. Harman 

and D. Maurice 29/07  
- Met with J. Oates-Pryor for drafting the SaP framework 29/07  
- Met with J. Oates-Pryor for drafting the SaP framework 30/07  
- Attended the TUSA Team meeting 30/07 
- Met with J. Oates-Pryor for drafting the SaP framework 31/07  
- Met with J. Oates-Pryor for drafting the SaP framework 01/08 
- Met with L. Bereznicki and J. Oates-Pryor 04/08 
- Missed SHAG Market Day as I was stuck in never-ending classes 06/08 
- Ran a Vent Tent on Sandy Bay campus with R. Fox’s assistance 08/08 
- Attended SSAF Working Group 11/08 
- Attended the Arts & Society meeting with L. Fletcher and J. Chase regarding the CALE Change 

Proposal 11/08 
- Attended the casual Student Council catch-up 12/08 
- Attended the pre- TUSA Board of Management Student’s Caucus meeting 12/08 
- Attended TUSA Board of Management 12/08 

 

It was lovely to see many familiar and new faces at mini C&S day, as well as at the Vent Tent. The main 
updates from the past month are:  
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Gender-Based Violence (GBV) Awareness Campaign 

Seeing the campaign come to life on campus has been so rewarding. Firstly, getting to speak to students 
at mini C&S Day about GBV (prompted by the very cool launch event game made by H. Shojaee Pour and 
B. Smith) was very rewarding. Similarly, while doing a big Sandy Bay campus poster round, it was 
energising to see students engage with genuine curiosity and passion for creating change. I greatly 
appreciate the openness and trust shown by students in engaging with such an important and sensitive 
topic. There were also many well-deserved compliments on Heidi Jewel’s artwork which is included in the 
posters.  

Sandy Bay Vent Tent  

In week 3, I hosted a vent tent on Sandy Bay campus thanks to R. Fox’s help in getting the admin and 
materials organized. N. Kumar unexpectedly had his schedule open up and was able to join hosting the 
event, which was very much appreciated as the student engagement was better than I could have hoped 
for. Hearing student complaints was very valuable, as well as the opportunity to provide information 
around all kinds of questions students had. It was clear that the CALE change proposal, the move into the 
city, and timetabling across disciplines/campuses were common and major concerns.  

Students as Partners (SaP) 

J. Oates-Pryor has been passionately advocating for and working on (improved) implementation of a 
Students as Partners framework university-wide. Together, we have been brainstorming what that should 
look like, and how to best achieve it. The major work has been surrounding producing an initial draft for a 
SaP framework which can then be discussed with the relevant stakeholders. I am excited and curious to 
see where this work leads.  

 

As always, never hesitate to reach out to me with any thoughts/ideas/questions/concerns, I’m happy to 
chat! 

 

Kind regards,  
Siska 

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

August 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 3 3 

TUSA Committees Attendance 0 0 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 2 2 

UTAS Committees Attendance 3 3 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 0 0 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance 0 0 

Media Communications Participation 0 0 

Conferences Attendance 0 0 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 0 0 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation 0 0 
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Narrative update:  

Hello everyone!  

I hope that for those in the semester schedule, you have been able to get a bit a break from uni and get 
some rest. This month unintentionally ended up as a quieter one, as there were several cancelled 
meetings…  

- Attended GBV Executive Oversight Committee 15/08  
- Attended TUSA State Council 19/08  
- Attended the Arts and Society meeting with L. Fletcher and J. Chase 26/08 
- Attended the State Council Casual Catch-Up 26/08  
- Met with J. Oates-Pryor for an update on SaP 26/08 
- Attended the pre-meeting for our Heads of Academic Unit Forum session on SaP with J. Brann and 

N. Herbert 27/08  
- Got bumped of the agenda for the Heads of Academic Forum session on SaP 28/08  
- Attended Academic Senate 29/08  
- Attended UCUPC 03/09 

Regarding the SaP framework: J. Oates-Pryor, J. Brann, N. Herbert and I were allocated an hour to run a 
session on it at the Heads of Academic Units Forum, but unfortunately, as prior items concerned budget 
discussions and research, they ran overtime, and we did not get time to speak.  

Regarding Academic Senate: the main discussions concerned the climate transition (one of UTAS’s key 
transitions for 2025), the Children’s University, and the new model for Senate Membership. Especially the 
last one was of importance to us, as even though proportionally student membership on Senate itself has 
increased from ~5% (4/79 student members) to ~12% (5/43 student members), this was not the case for 
its newly proposed sub-committees. Especially the proposal to establish the Academic and Research 
Quality Assurance Committee (ARQAC) in replacement of ULTC, URC, and SEC, initially only included one 
student member under its proposed membership (TUSA President). We were able to advocate for 
increased student numbers and will hopefully see this fulfilled. Similarly, minor amendments to UCUPC 
were proposed. Mainly, its name change to CQAC, which we took as a good opportunity to raise a 
question around increased student membership (currently just 1 – the UG President), and were assured 
would be revisited early next year.  

I will leave this month’s report a bit short as those were the main updates from me. I look forward to 
seeing the new SC candidate’s campaigns come to life in the coming period and of course get to vote! 
Good luck to those who have chosen to run (again)! 
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As always, never hesitate to reach out to me with any thoughts/ideas/questions/concerns, I’m happy to 
chat! 

 

Kind regards,  
Siska 

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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Undergraduate Education President Report 

Siska-Lut Buelens 

October 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 6 5 

TUSA Committees Attendance 1 1 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 2 2 

UTAS Committees Attendance 3 3 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 1 1 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance 0 0 

Media Communications Participation 0 0 

Conferences Attendance 0 0 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 0 0 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation 0 0 

  



State Council  
Representative Report 

 

Narrative update:  

Hi everyone!  

Home stretch until the end of the semester (and graduation for me!), and I hope everyone is coping okay 

with the usual end-of-sem overload. Since the last report, I have attended:  

- SC Casual Catch-Up 09/09 

- Met with DVC-E L. Bereznicki and J. Oates-Pryor for our monthly catch-up 12/09 

- Attended Academic Senate Extraordinary meeting 16/09 

- Missed the TUSA State Council September meeting due to attending an info session on honours 

for next year 16/09 

- Met with the Dean of Learning & Teaching Performance – Health A. Holloway and J. Oates-Pryor 

for an introductory meeting 19/09 

- Met with B. Smith 23/09  

- Attended the GBV Executive Oversight Group 26/09 

- Attended the TUSA Elections Results Night 26/09 

- Attended UCUPC 29/09 

- Attended TUSA Team Meeting 01/10 

- Met with B. Smith to discuss Handover details 14/10 

- Attended the pre-TUSA BoM Student’s Caucus 14/10 

- Attended TUSA Board of Management 14/10 

As there were a couple of quieter weeks, I spent quite some time sorting through the Vent Tent data, 

categorizing, and had fun making all kinds of plots. Then, I wrote an initial draft for a report to include all 

our findings, which I am super keen to share!  

Main highlights from the attended meetings:  

- The Extraordinary Academic Senate regarded the academic system reform, around which there 

was quite some discussion. It mainly concerns course design and optimisation, which hopefully will 

have some positive impact on the quality of teaching (which came out as the #1 concern in the vent 

tent analysis).  
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- At GBV, we discussed the behaviour policy and procedure, which is up for review. We had a good 

conversation regarding some of the vagueness, as well as the lack of a explicitly stated pathway 

for a complainant to appeal the outcome (while there is for the respondents).  

- At UCUPC the main substantial agenda item was the merging politics and international relations 

majors under arts, the teach-out plan for the units which will be phased out and some of the new 

core units which will aim to blend the original core politics and international relations majors’ core 

units.  

- TUSA Elections Results Night! Congratulations to the newly elected student representatives, and a 

big thank you to all those who ran. It was great to meet so many of you at the results night.  

My main goals for the coming month:  

- Finalise the Vent Tent report and look into the most appropriate ways of sharing with necessary 

staff.  

- Follow up on the concerns Ruby heard at the Domain Vent Tent from nursing students, of which 

many were shocking and need to be resolved.  

- Start handover with Solomon.  

- Survive exams.  

As always, never hesitate to reach out to me with any thoughts/ideas/questions/concerns, I’m happy to 

chat! 

Kind regards,  
Siska 

Siska-Lut Buelens 
Undergrad.President@TUSA.utas.edu.au 
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