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December 2024 

Item  Measure  Target  Actual  
TUSA Meetings  Attendance  75% 6/7 
UTAS Meetings  Attendance  75% 1/1 

TUSA Events  Attendance  N/A  0 
UTAS Events  Attendance  N/A  0 

Training Sessions Attendance N/A 1/2 
Conferences Attendance N/A 0 

Miscellaneous 
Meetings 

Attendance N/A 0 

 
 
Narrative update:   
 
For the month of December and the start of January, I was working remotely from home in WA. I attended 
online meetings, with notable discussions surrounding the 2025 Unihopper schedule change, Food Hub 
expansion and looking forward to 2025 on our Southern Campuses. I was also able to chat to some 
commencing interstate and international students during seminar sessions, to help prepare them for the 
move.  
 
Here is a list the other key meetings I attended last month:  

- Attended the Food Hub expansion meeting 7/01 
- Presented during the International Pre-departure Webinar 12/12 
- Met with N Farrelly 11/12 
- SSAF Working Group 9/12 
- Young people and climate change meeting with EJA and the Student Legal Service 06/12 & 17/12 

o Please reach out if you know anyone who might be interested in a climate advocacy 
opportunity! 

- Jumped online to attend an hour of Academic Senate 5/12 
- Presented at the Interstate Parent and Carer webinar 3/12 
- Unihopper expansion meeting 2/12 

o Concerns surrounding un-serviced early classes and prioritising students living in Hobart 
Apartments vs. SBC.  
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I’m looking forward to being back in Hobart this week as we get stuck into 2025, and I’ll hopefully take 
some time to connect to our students while its relatively quiet. Please reach out with any suggestions of 
upcoming summer events, or queries about campus life during the summer semester. As always, I’m 
happy to catch up in person or via email (southern.president@tusa.utas.edu.au) at any time to answer any 
questions, comments, stories, or concerns.  
 
Cheers,  
Ruby  
 

mailto:southern.president@tusa.utas.edu.au
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Southern Campuses President Report 

Ruby Fox 

February 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings 
 

Attendance 75% 5/5 

TUSA Committees 
 

Attendance 75% 1/1 

UTAS Meetings 
 

Attendance 75% 1/1 

UTAS Committees 
 

Attendance 75% 1/1 

TUSA Events/Trainings 
 

Attendance 75% NA 

Miscellaneous Meetings 
 

Attendance NA 5/5 

Media Communications 
 

Participation NA 1/1 

Conferences 
 

Attendance NA 1/1 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 75% NA 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation NA 2/2 

 

Narrative update:  

Hello everyone, I can’t believe we’ve made it to February already! Things are slowly getting busier as we 
head towards O-Week in two weeks’ time. This month was full of fun in the community. I joined the State 
Council marching in the Pride Parade on Saturday the 1st of Feb, joined by John Fisher College and some 
of our enthusiastic community members.  

The invasion day rally (26th of Jan) provided a beautiful opportunity for the Hobart community to come 
together, to stand in solidarity with our Tasmanian Indigenous neighbours and show our regard for the 
cruel colonial history of the land on which we live and work. The Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre organised 
a well-rounded, inspiring and respectful ceremony which was well received by all who turned out. I am 
proud to stand with the State Council in support of the #ChangeTheDate campaign. We acknowledge 
that this land always was, and always will be, Aboriginal land.  
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This month we had our first Food Hub Expansion Working group of 2025, during which we discussed the 
expansion of our cost-of-living relief services to more campuses in the South, and onto our Northern 
Campuses. This year as Southern Campus President I’m excited to support Food Hub “pop-ups” on all 
campuses in Hobart throughout the year. During this first meeting we also discussed an extension of the 
Food Hub services, in collaboration with key local community groups, to provide pre-prepared fresh and 
frozen meals for students at an easily affordable price. We are seeking to extend our community 
connections this year, to source food donations from local grocers and farmers, so please reach out to the 
team if you have any leads in this space.  

Mark (Equity President) and I made it to Melbourne for two days (6th-7th February) for the National Union 
of Students (NUS) Annual Presidents’ Summit. It was encouraging to convene with our counterparts from 
across Australia to share likeminded progresses towards shared issues. We received updates from key 
tertiary education bodies around the country, enabling a better understanding of grievance mechanisms 
and union initiatives in the sector. The experience also allowed us to better understand where our funding 
of the NUS is being spent, and Mark and I raised encouragement for the Union to better track the progress 
of their national representatives over their term.  

Finally, UTAS is running regular meetings with the University community and wider Taroona community 
this year, to address queries and concerns about the campus development. Current plans involve 
movement of some Undergraduate Marine Resource Management Courses to the Taroona from Semester 
2, 2025. I encourage anyone who may be affected to consider the change and reach out with your 
opinions.  

So, to our students in Hobart, thank you for reading and please never hesitate to contact me at any time. 
All members of the state council embody your voice in your education, so please, anyone and everyone, 
let us know how and when we can serve you better.  
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Southern Campuses President Report 

Ruby Fox 

March 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings 
 

Attendance 75% 2/2 

TUSA Committees 
 

Attendance 75% 1/1 

UTAS Meetings 
 

Attendance 75% 4/6 

UTAS Committees 
 

Attendance 75% N/A 

TUSA Events/Trainings 
. 

Attendance 75% 4/4 

Miscellaneous Meetings 
 

Attendance NA 6/7 

Media Communications 
 

Participation NA N/A 

Conferences 
 

Attendance NA N/A 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 75% 2/2 (OOO O-Week)  

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation NA 1/1 

 
 

Narrative update:  

Hello everyone, wow, it feels like it’s been months since I wrote the last one of these! It’s been a crazy few 
weeks, and my absolute gratitude goes out to all members of the State Council, as we begin the difficult 
balance between meeting our own educational goals and doing our utmost to support the student body. 
So, please bear with us!  

I’m bummed that I was away on a field trip during O-Week, but I’m grateful to have had contact with 
commencing students over the last few months. Clubs and Societies Day and the Student Life Expo were 
most definitely the most notable events of March! It was awesome to see so many new (and familiar) 
faces there, and the hard work brought us closer as a team. We definitely have ideas about how to 
improve these events next year but would love to hear any feedback from the student body! Notably, we 
are hoping to facilitate U18s to attend C&S Day in 2026… 
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This month, I have continued my work with a group of Youth Climate Activists, with our campaign launch 
date expected for the 2nd of April, prior to the upcoming federal election. Watch this space!  

Along these lines, Annabelle and I were fortunate to attend Hobart City Council’s Climate Fund Launch on 
the 3rd of March, where we had some awesome discussions with community members, UTAS 
stakeholders and our Clubs and Societies about potential joint venture opportunities. I’m hoping to drive 
action in TUSA surrounding this, potentially involving the Food Hub in a TUSA-specific climate initiative.  

Over the last few weeks, I have been focused on creating relationships with key staff-members in the 
University, with the aim to keep these communication channels open this year. I hope that this provides 
opportunity for honest representation and consultation about issues such as parking, transport, food, 
wellbeing and accommodation on our Southern Campuses.   

Annabelle and I have also been dedicated to re-opening and uplifting support channels between TUSA 
and the Colleges. We’ve enjoyed hearing about O-Week antics, and this has given us opportunities to 
voice major concerns at higher levels within the University. We hope to continue this connection, to 
enhance the united voice of students at UTAS, particularly moving into an era of intense change and 
potential uncertainties.  

Last week, I also accompanied Siska in her Academic-focused Clubs and Societies catch-ups. I think we 
worked as a great team to facilitate productive discussions, ensuring that TUSA and C&S reps can 
contribute to Siska’s visions for Academic round tables this year. It also brought to light several Southern 
Campus-specific issues that I aim to address in upcoming meetings with UTAS staff. Additionally, we 
received great insights into how Vent Tents and Academic Round Tables can be complementary this year.  

I could continue on for ever, but I think those are the main take-aways from March. Feeling good to be 
gaining momentum and loving working with this awesome team!  

So, to our students in Hobart, thank you for reading and please never hesitate to contact me at any time. 
All members of the state council embody your voice in your education, so please, anyone and everyone, 
let us know how and when we can serve you better.  
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Southern Campuses President Report 

Ruby Fox 

April 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings 
Any meetings held with TUSA staff, 
Board members, or other student 
reps. 

Attendance 75% 3/3 

TUSA Committees 
This is attendance of any TUSA 
Committees (e.g. Board of 
Management, Governance 
Committee) 

Attendance 75% 1/1 

UTAS Meetings 
Any meetings you attend with 
UTAS staff whether they be one-
on-one or team. 

Attendance 75% 8/8 

UTAS Committees 
Any UTAS-hosted committees you 
attend, such as Academic Senate 
and the Student Experience 
Committee. 

Attendance 75% 1/1 

TUSA Events/Trainings 
Any TUSA hosted events or training 
sessions you attended. 

Attendance 75% 7/7 

Miscellaneous Meetings 
Any other meetings you attended 
(for example, meetings with 
individual students or community 
members) 

Attendance NA 7/7 

Media Communications 
Any media communications (socials 
posts, media releases etc.) you 
participated in. 

Participation NA 1/1 

Conferences 
Any conferences you attended 
within your capacity as a State 
Council representative 

Attendance NA N/A 

UTAS Events/Orientation 
Any UTAS-run or Orientation 
events you attended. 

Participation 75% N/A 

Community Events/Rallies 
Any community events or rallies you 
attended inn your capacity as a 
TUSA student representative. 

Participation NA 0/1 
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Narrative update:  

Hi people! Lots of exciting progress has been made this month. We’ve been working as a state council on 
our bystander awareness campaign against gender-based violence in our community. We were able to 
get away as a team to strategize for the year ahead, as well as determine our goals, roles and 
opportunities for improvement. It was great to spend some time getting to know the TUSA staff and one 
another, and we came out with some exciting ideas about how we can use your SSAF to provide more 
effective, more diverse services.  

This month also marked the start of our Vent Tent campaign on the Southern Campuses with pop-ups at 
the Medical Sciences Precinct and Hunter St. We’ve now managed to lock in a deal with red bull, so keep 
an eye out! The deal is “complain about the uni - get free stuff!” Next week we’re on the Domain campus, 
before everyone can enjoy their mid-semester break. My plan of attack is to send fortnightly updates to all 
the relevant campus service teams to whom your feedback is directly relevant.  

Notable UTAS meeting outcomes from this semester include;  

- The Forestry building needs a name! If you have any ideas, please let us know.  
- The ‘Green Gown’ awards are happening again this year. If you or any of your friends are 

environmental campaigners in the Uni, let us know for the chance to get nominated.  
- The TUSA offices will be coming to a spot closer to you this year! Watch this space…  
- We successfully advocated for continued student access to the IMAS third floor galley and bike 

storage room. Please let us know if you ever feel unfairly excluded from University spaces.  
- College Road is officially in the process of re-affiliating with TUSA! We are excited to be offering 

our student accommodation residents opportunities for more funding and support in 2025.  

We continue to advocate for an improved Unihopper service, subsidised public transport for students, 
better parking opportunities and cheaper, better-quality food on campus. However, the more student 
support we can gain, the more power we have. So please reach out with complaints about any of the 
above. In good news! The Hunter St carpark will be getting boom gates to keep out those pesky 
community members. As a reminder – student parking permits are free, so make sure you have one if 
you’re parking in blue spaces.  

Finally, on a more personal note, check out https://generationjustice.org.au/ for some personal climate 
advocacy work I’ve been doing this month. Take this as your reminder to vote with purpose for the issues 
you care about. See you after the election.  

Yours truly,  

Ruby �������� 

 

https://generationjustice.org.au/
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Ruby Fox 

April 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 75% 9/10 
TUSA Committees Attendance 75% 1/1 
UTAS Meetings Attendance 75% 8/8 
UTAS Committees Attendance 75% NA 
TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 75% 5/5 
Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance NA 1/1 
Media Communications Participation NA 1/1 
Conferences Attendance NA N/A 
UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 75% 2/2 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation NA N/A 
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Narrative update: 

Hello, my academic weapons! Well, well, well, this month has been an interesting one. At the highest 
levels, Jack and I have been working closely with our TUSA executive team and UTAS high-ups to 
determine what the future of your Tasmanian University Student Union looks like. I know that sounds 
overly dramatic, but it’s been an overly dramatic few weeks. This month we toured the McCanns building 
in the city and have lodged a grant application with the state government to expand our Food Hub 
services into the city! Please keep your fingers crossed for us.  

A massive win for this month was that UTAS has gained approval from the Tasmanian Department of 
State Growth to allow uni students (and staff) to travel for free between the Elizabeth St bus terminal and 
the city. This occurred off the back of years of lobbying by our State Council, as well as some very hard 
working UTAS staff members. We hear your city concerns about disconnected, fragmented campuses, so 
watch this space for more details (Don’t know about you, but I’m thinking a Semester 2 O-Week campus 
crawl, and pop-up coffee carts).  

On the food security note, we are very happy to announce that TUSA has been conditionally granted for a 
soymilk tap at our Sandy Bay Food Hub. Alongside this new infrastructure, we will be running a 
marketing, education and outreach program – so watch out for a coffee pop up near you (Doctors and 
Nurses I’m looking at you).  

I also wanted to let you know that we are hearing your exam timetabling thoughts and prayers and have 
committed to running a behind-the-scenes, refreshed campaign for earlier releases – thank you Siska! This 
is off the back of information gained through our Vent Tent program – through which we have visited you 
at Hunter St, the Medicine Sciences Precinct, Domain, Sandy Bay, College Rd and Hytten Hall. For 
students at IMAS, and Jane Franklin Hall – watch out for us on Thursdays in Week 12 and Week 13, 
respectively. Bring your complaints and be rewarded with Redbull and other free stuff!  

Finally, we are on the lookout for a (paid) artist to support our Gender-Based Violence campaign in 
Semester 2. If you would like to contribute (and get paid for it), reach out to Annabelle, our General 
Secretary.  

PLEASE FILL OUT THE LIVEABILITY CENSUS, especially if you’re feeling your wellbeing slipping due to 
cost-of-living pressures (me). The link is on our @tusa.sc Instagram.  

Lotsa love and good luck with your last assessments of the Semester! 

xoxo 

Ruby �������� 
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Southern Campuses President Report 

Ruby Fox 

June/July 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 75% 6/6 
TUSA Committees Attendance 75% 3/4 
UTAS Meetings Attendance 75% 13/17 
UTAS Committees Attendance 75% N/A 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 75% 
7/ Uncountable number 
of O-Week ones  

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance NA 3/3 
Media Communications Participation NA N/A 
Conferences Attendance NA N/A 
UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 75% 0/A lot  

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation NA N/A 
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Narrative update:  

Hey party people! A big sorry from me for being quite so unexpectedly disconnected throughout July. The 
team has had my back and I just want to say a huge thank you to them for dealing with my 
featherbrained-ness and need for a life pause.  

I’m so excited to get back to Tassie on Monday to absolutely throw myself back into Semester 2, with 
more Vent Tents, the launch of our GBV campaign, across the state but especially in the South (thanks 
team!), and of course to ease the load post-O-week for the crazily busy TUSA staff.  

I’m very excited to hear about the successes, failures and laughters that made up O-week semester 2. To 
all of our new students, I extend a very warm welcome.  

As we step into Semester 2 there are just a few things that I want to note! Firstly, every day takes us 
closer to the opening of the (still named, though not for long) Forestry building in the city… closer to a 
model for southern UTAS students primarily studying in the city. Please let me know how we can support 
you through this time, and any questions you might have.  

I’m super stoked to be stepping onto the TUSA Board of Management this Semester, to better bring the 
issues of the South to the forefront in the action and advocacy of TUSA (as well as all students of course – 
I got your backs) 

Finally, I am proud to announce that we now have FREE METRO USAGE FOR ALL STUDENTS BETWEEN 
SANDY BAY AND THE CITY !!!!!!!!! HUUUUGE NEWS, off the back of our advocacy this year, the ongoing 
work of dedicated UTAS staff, and of course, reps from years past who have fought for this again and 
again.  

I’m keeping it short from me this month, looking forward to the Semester ahead! Good luck soldiers with 
all things Sem-2 (/end of Tri 2/start of Tri 3 etc…). Sending strength and well wishes to all.  

Lots of love,  

Ruby  
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Southern Campuses President Report 

Ruby Fox 

April 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 75% 2/3 

TUSA Committees Attendance 75% 0/1 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 75% 1/3 

UTAS Committees Attendance 75% 2/2 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 75% 3/3 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance NA 6/6 

Media Communications Participation NA 1/1 

Conferences Attendance NA N/A 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 75% 1/1 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation NA N/A 
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Narrative update:  

Wow – it might not look like it in my stats this month, but I’ve probably over-done my PD by double every 
week in August so far. Unfortunately, the last week in July was meeting-heavy but I was away at a 
conference in Canberra, so had to miss a few key meetings there. I managed to catch up on the content 
and get proxy attendance where I could. I appreciate the team’s support over this busy time!  

This month… where to start? I’ve finalised the Vent Tent schedule for the Semester – getting the rest of 
the Southern State Council reps to take on an event each to reduce the strain on my PD. It’s really exciting 
to be getting some different faces out there, and hopefully will mean that the State Council’s presence on 
campuses can improve this semester in comparison even to semester 1. We’re still working on JFH, 
though this is the comprehensive list so far (subject to change).  

- 8 August - Sandy Bay Campus  
- 13th August - IMAS Salamanca  
- 20th August - Jane Franklin Hall  
- 26th August - Sandy Bay Campus  
- 28th August - Sandy Bay Accommodation 
- 4th September - Hytten Hall 
- 11th September - Medical Sciences Precinct  
- 18th September - Hedberg  
- 25th September - Sandy Bay Campus  
- 2nd October - Hunter St  
- 9th October - KPMG Building  
- 16th October - Domain Precinct 

We’ve been elbow deep in confidential discussions about the future of TUSA in the South. I’m sorry I don’t 
have more to say on this matter right now, but it’s taking up most of our time and effort at the moment! 
Please know that we are trying our very best to ensure that whatever happens, student experience is at 
the forefront of our, and the University’s, priorities.  

The SSAF survey results came out, reflecting strongly students’ cost of living struggles, and particularly 
the importance of our Food Security services. It was crystal clear that online students want more 
accessible events… so this is food for thought for the final few months of our term.  

I attended the first student-majority TUSA Board of Governance meeting! It was great to feel the 
increased volume of State Council voices in management decisions. All up it was a very productive 
meeting, with provocative questions raised.  
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Semester two is well and truly rolling, and I’m getting insight into what post-grad life is like! In saying 
that, I’m feeling a little more detached from students on the ground, and working hard to figure out the 
balance. So, please reach out with queries, concerns and feedback wherever possible!  

Keep swimming,  

Ruby ������ 
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Southern Campuses President Report 

Ruby Fox 

September 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 75% 5/5 

TUSA Committees Attendance 75% 2/2 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 75% 3/4 

UTAS Committees Attendance 75% 1/1 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 75% 5/5 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance NA 3/3 

Media Communications Participation NA N/A 

Conferences Attendance NA 1/1 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 75% N/A 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation NA 2/2 
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Narrative update:  

Feeling very grateful and refreshed to have enjoyed my Mid Semester break last week. I hope you all got a 
day or two off too! The key takeaway from this month is some movement on the TUSA facilities move… 
still developing and hope to be able to give a proper update soon.  

This month has been very marine focused for me. I’ve enjoyed attending community events around Beaker 
St Festival and the Festival of Bright Ideas to better understand the role of IMAS in the community. I 
advocated for improved investment into Higher-Degree Research and University-Industry partnerships in 
the marine bioproducts space at the Marine Bioconnect conference in Brisbane. I also lobbied for improved 
climate action to local Senators McKim, Whish-Wilson, Dowling and Tyrell, culminating in a meeting with 
the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Climate Change tonight. Ultimately, it has been awesome to 
feel movement in the environmental spaces I know so many of our students care deeply about.  

Along the same vein, I guided 60+ students from across the state on our Bruny and Maria Island UTE trips. 
This has been an awesome way to connect with the student community, particularly to understand where 
UTAS’ supports fall short for international students and exchange students. I’ve enjoyed advocating for 
TUSA’s services and connecting with students on the ground on this beautiful island.   

A few notable Vents from our recent Vent Tents (anonymous and edited, of course) include:  

• “All tutors and lecturers should be trained in Mental Health First Aid” 
o Belle Smith and I, at the very least, wish this was the case. 

• “There is a lack of support for musical culture at UTAS. Bring back the UniBar”  
o Lets see what we can do about that before the year is over…  

• “My timetable wasn’t available until several weeks into the semester”  
o Grrrr its always about timetabling. We’re trying to have your backs in this space, with some 

key meetings in the last couple of months about this.  
• “MyLO” 

o Preach. 

 

Thank you for your vulnerability, and a special thanks to all State Council members and TUSA’s social 
media team who upholding our Vent Tents in all their glory.  

Sending strength during assignment season. Please reach out if you need a shoulder to cry on.  

Yours,  

Ruby  
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Southern Campuses President Report 

Ruby Fox 

October 2025 
Item Measure Target Actual 

TUSA Meetings Attendance 75% 6/6 

TUSA Committees Attendance 75% NA 

UTAS Meetings Attendance 75% 2/2 

UTAS Committees Attendance 75% NA 

TUSA Events/Trainings Attendance 75% 8/9 

Miscellaneous Meetings Attendance NA 4/4 

Media Communications Participation NA NA 

Conferences Attendance NA NA 

UTAS 
Events/Orientation 

Participation 75% 1/2 

Community 
Events/Rallies 

Participation NA 1/1 
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Narrative update:  

Hi party people,  

I hope everyone is clinging on securely for dear life in the lead up to exams, and thesis submission season. 
This month has been a challenging one for me personally, having been knocked out for almost 3 weeks 
with various extreme sicknesses. Nonetheless, we have still managed to hold two Vent Tents (thanks to 
the rest of our amazing team!), gained significant traction on the TUSA city move (more to come on this), 
and gained some headway in our fight against College students in the Library.  

I have also been in communication with Peter Havord, a student who is passionate about climate action in 
the education space in Australia. He has asked me to call out to any students who are in support of an 
improved Australian Paris Agreement NDC. Please reach out to me and I can connect you with his 
movement.  

Some awesome TUSA events have been the highlight of my month in October, with Refill-a-moo and Eat 
it All both incredible successes, drawing students and community members alike, and shedding light upon 
Kim and the team’s awesome work in our Food Hubs. These events were incredible to be a part of, and 
well done to the team for pulling it off.  

Finally, in very exciting news, “Send Off” has been launched!! Though the headliner has not yet been 
announced, look forward to local tassie headlining bands, alongside an awesome drag show and Tassie’s 
finest DJs – it’ll be a festival to remember. Check out Rubric for cheap Early Bird tickets now!!  

Thank you to all our Clubs and Societies members who attended the Council meeting. Please know that 
we are taking your feedback onboard and hoping to improve your experience at these meetings into next 
year.  

Lots of love to all of you academic weapons,  

Ruby  
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