Confidential m

TASMANIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT ASSOCIATION
TUSA State Council
MINUTES

For the meeting of the TUSA State Council to be held at
October 21t 2025 at 4pm AEST
held Online via Zoom.

Chair: J Oates Pryor
Meeting opened:

# ITEM APPENDIX TIME
EST
1. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 5
mins

1.1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
B Smith

I'd like to start by paying my deepest respects to the
traditional owners of the lands in which we live here in
Nipaluna, the land of the Muwinina people. They lived on
this country for thousands of generations, and | live today
knowing that they continue to sing and dance in Sky
Country above us, forever connected to the land where

some of us here in Nipaluna are situated.

To the traditional custodians, the Palawa and Pakana
people of Lutruwita, | also pay my respects. | acknowledge
and offer my thanks to Muwinina elders past, and Palawa
Pakana elders past and present. | also acknowledge all the
respective Tasmanian Aboriginal communities that exist
across Lutruwita today. | pay my deepest respects from the
bottom of my heart to all of their elders and knowledge
holders, and the collective strength, wisdom, and love they
hold for their communities and these lands, waterways and
skies.

1.2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LIVED EXPERIENCE

M Warrington
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TASMANIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT ASSOCIATION
TUSA State Council
MINUTES
As we come together for our final meeting of the 2025
State Council, let’s take a moment to recognise that each of

us brings with us a unique lived experience.

We've each walked our own path this year — as students,
advocates, leaders — shaped by our cultures, our
communities, our identities, and the challenges and wins

that have marked our time here.

This has been a year of change, conversation, and courage.
We've debated ideas, represented our peers, and navigated
the constant push and pull between study, leadership, and
life. And while we've not always agreed, we've shown up

— consistently — with purpose and conviction.

As we close this chapter, let's honour the effort, the
learning, and the integrity each person has brought to this
table.

May we carry forward what we've built here — the respect,
empathy, and willingness to listen — into whatever spaces

we step into next.

Let’s give one another the same grace and understanding
we've tried to extend throughout the year.

Here's to the courage it takes to care, to speak up, and to
lead.

1.2 WELCOME

Chair —J Oates Pryor

1.3 ATTENDANCE
J Oates Pryor, B Smith, M Warrington, H Shojaee Pour, N
Kumar, R Fox, A Bisset Stewart

1.4 APOLOGIES

S Buelens
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1.5 ABSENT

1.6 GUESTS & OBSERVERS

C Harris — Executive Support and Media Administrator

1.7 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

State Council members are reminded of the requirements of
clause 6 of the TUSA’s Conflict of Interest Policy (instituted

on 28 November 2019) which requires members to identify

and disclose any conflicts of interest including gifts.

2. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 5
mins

2.1 AMENDMENTS

2.2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING APPENDIX A
Motion:

that the minutes of the TUSA State Council meeting held

on September 16, 2025 be accepted as a true and

accurate record of the proceedings of that meeting, and

approved for upload to the TUSA website.

MOVED: B Smith SECONDED: R Fox

Passed with no abstentions.

2.3 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

e See action items table

3. CORRESPONDENCE 10
mins
3.1 INWARDS
3.1.1 Letter to President and Incoming General Secretary | APPENDIX B

3.2 OUTWARDS N/A
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TUSA State Council
MINUTES

e ] Oates Pryor asked about appetite and capacity for

a media statement regarding higher representation

of students on University Council, following the

release of a report from the Australian Expert

Council on University Governance.

o Support was indicated, with discussion that
the best time for publication may be the
following Monday rather than the end of the
current week.

4. INTERNAL UPDATES APPENDIX C
4.1 Advocates Update
e The State Council discussed the most useful way for
them to receive Advocacy data, stating that they like
the written format.

o They expressed interest in a focus on specific
items of interest for the State Council, or a
focus on the biggest trends or standouts for
a given month.

o Value was also identified in just having the
current and previous months

o There was also the suggestion of
comparison to the same time in the previous
year where relevant.

5. COUNCIL REPORTS 15
mins
5.1 PRESIDENT APPENDIX D
J Oates Pryor

e Report accepted as read by the State Council.
e R Fox asked about the outcome of a meeting about
high school students in UTAS libraries.

o J Oates Pryor stated that it was being
discussed that high school students be
restricted to only being able to access Floors
2 and 3 of the Morris Miller Library. He also
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noted that the duty of care for these
students while in UTAS spaces was being
explored.

e B Smith asked for a verbal update on Students as

Partners.

o J Oates Pryor updated that the current focus
is getting into the details and ensuring that
all the teams within the University are on
board with and able to deliver the model.

o He also noted a key focus of making sure
there are internal governance documents in
place that support the model.

e The State Council discussed the CAPA affiliation
motion.

o This was noted to be an exciting step in
continued advocacy for postgraduate
students, both on national and UTAS levels.

o J Oates Pryor noted that there would be one
TUSA representative to CAPA, which would
be the Postgraduate Education President.

o It was noted that this affiliation had been
approved by the Board, as it is a new
affiliation.

o H Shojaee Pour asked whether postgraduate
students in the North would have
opportunities to directly engage with the
advocacy coming from CAPA affiliation.

= ] Oates Pryor noted that all
postgraduate students would be
encouraged to reach out to the
Postgraduate President about their
concerns in the postgraduate space,
as it is the Postgraduate President’s
job to liaise between TUSA and
CAPA.
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TASMANIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT ASSOCIATION
TUSA State Council
MINUTES
o R Fox noted the need for a stringent review
process for affiliations to ensure they are
providing value to UTAS students.
=  There was agreement with this
amongst the State Council for all
affiliations TUSA is part of.

MOTION:

That the State Council approves TUSA's affiliation with the
Council of Australian Postgraduate Associations (CAPA),
conditional upon the 2026 affiliation fee being confirmed at
$1,000.

That the State Council endorse the inclusion of a budget
provision in the 2026 TUSA Budget to support potential
reaffiliation with CAPA in 2027.

MOVED: M Warrington SECONDED: N Kumar

Passed with no abstentions.

Motion passed via circular: included here for noting
only

NEW AFFILIATION

MOTION:

Moved: M Warrington Seconded: R Fox

Passed with no abstentions via circular on 13/10/25.

that the following club’s affiliation be accepted for 2025, subject
to fulfilling all the affiliation criteria:

Tasmanian Students Science Communicators Network
Society (Statewide-based)

The objects and purposes of the Club shall be:
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e Establish a Youth-Led Leadership Team
Form a core group of student leaders to co-design
initiatives, guide the society’s direction, and ensure
ongoing alignment with youth interests and local
climate challenges.

o Deliver Ongoing Training and Skill Development
Opportunities
Host regular workshops and training sessions to equip
members with skills in science communication, public
speaking, climate literacy, and community
leadership—with a particular emphasis on local
climate and ocean science issues.

e Facilitate Community Outreach and Engagement
Support student members to deliver hands-on
workshops and public engagement events for high
schools and youth groups across Hobart, promoting
climate awareness and practical action in the wider
community.

e Foster Climate Resilience and Peer Empowerment
Create a supportive environment where young people
can explore climate solutions, share their voices, and
reduce climate anxiety through active participation
and hopeful, solution-focused messaging.

e Build a Lasting Student Network for Climate Action
and Communication
Establish a sustainable, student-led platform that
nurtures future leaders in science communication and
environmental advocacy, provides them with career
opportunities, and expands the reach and impact of
youth-led climate action within and beyond the
university.
5.2 GENERAL SECRETARY APPENDIX E
B Smith
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o Report accepted as read by State Council.

e B Smith noted handover as a vital part of the next
month for State Council and reminded the State
Council she is here to support them through the
handover period.

e M Warrington asked when the Equity Committee
review would be finalised.

o B Smith stated she was hoping to sit down
with him early next week to talk about the
review before it is circulated more widely for
consultation with the Equity Committee,
State Council, and wider TUSA Team.

5.3 EQUITY PRESIDENT APPENDIX F
M Warrington

e Report accepted as read by the State Council.

e M Warrington noted that the Disability Inclusion
Campus Reference group discussed that electric
curbside kneeling buses are being put out to tender
by UTAS.

o He noted that it was not expected that these
would be ready for Semester 1, 2026.

o He expressed that he also raised in this
meeting the frequency at which elevators at
UTAS break down, and how long it takes
them to be fixed, which is a major
accessibility issue.

e H Shojaee Pour asked about the new location for
the Student Accessibility Study Centre (SASC) in
Sandy Bay from 2026.

o M Warrington indicated that a new location
outside of the Humanities building had not
yet been decided on, as it was likely the
space would be the final thing to be
decommissioned in the Humanities building
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TASMANIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT ASSOCIATION
TUSA State Council
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o He indicated he would like the new SASC to
be on Level 2 of the Morris Miller Library.
o H Shojaee Pour asked if a similar Study
Centre was being discussed for Inveresk. M
Warrington was unsure but agreed to chase
this up.
5.4 CAMPUS PRESIDENT - SOUTH APPENDIX G
R Fox

e Report accepted as read by the State Council.
5.5 CAMPUS PRESIDENT - NORTH APPENDIX H
H Shojaee Pour

e Report accepted as read by the State Council.

e She noted she had updated her report with more
information on venue booking for student-led
events, particularly with the suggestion of a more
structured framework to make this easier for
students.

e B Smith asked what the key issues raised at the
Northern Vent Tent were.

o H Shojaee Pour raised that students who are
not in on-campus accommodation do not
have access to the resident portal to sign up
for events. This means they cannot attend all
the events happening on and around campus
that are run by Student Living.

o It was noted here that accommodation in the
North is located on campus, unlike in the
South, which is why this makes sense as
something to be explored.

5.6 CAMPUS PRESIDENT - CRADLE COAST APPENDIX |
A Bisset Stewart

e Report accepted as read by the State Council.
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e A Bisset Stewart stated that his key focus is
finalising the Student Welcoming Proposal, for
review by the State Council next week.
e ] Oates Pryor asked if there was a due date on the
Student Welcoming Proposal.

o A Bisset Stewart indicated that there was
not, but that he wanted to present it in
November.

o J Oates Pryor asked if the Student
Welcoming Proposal could also be sentto S
Ward and R de Villeneuve for their review
prior to its presentation, so it can officially be
supported by TUSA.

e J Oates Pryor asked about security on the ground at
Cradle Coast.

o A Bisset Stewart stated that he has begun to

see them more frequently on campus. This is

alongside the development of a new role in

security,
5.7 CAMPUS PRESIDENT - ROZELLE N/A
N/A
5.8 EDUCATION PRESIDENT (UG) APPENDIX J
SL Buelens

e H Shojaee Pour asked about the feedback from the
Nursing Vent Tent and if it has been escalated.

o R Fox indicated that she had passed the
feedback along to SL Buelens, and noted
that SL Buelens had putin her report that
she would escalate it.

e B Smith thanked SL Buelens for her work in
organising and coding the data from 2025 Vent
Tents, as well as for putting it into graphs.
5.9 EDUCATION PRESIDENT (PG) APPENDIX K
N Kumar
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e Report accepted as read by the State Council.
e B Smith asked how the Shut Up & Write sessions
were going.
o N Kumar indicated that there was nothing
new, with consistent engagement numbers.
o He stated that they will be continuing until
the end of his term.
6. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 30
mins
6.1 Key Messaging VERBAL ONLY
J Oates Pryor

e Discussion continued here on the topic of university
governance as started in Outgoing Correspondence.

o The State Council discussed commenting on
the NUS media release on this topic, but also
commenting more widely on the Legislative
Council Inquiry, the Senate Interim Report,
and the Expert Council Report.

o The State Council noted that there are two
elected staff positions on University Council,
but only one appointed student.

6.2 State Council Annual Report APPENDIX L
C Harris

e C Harris provided the template for the State Council
Annual Report for each representative, and
reiterated from the previous month’s discussions
that these would be due at the time of report
submission for the November meeting.

o Reps were asked to prioritise the annual
report over their standard monthly reporting,
due to the submission date being during the

exam period.

Your

UNIVERSITY

)
tusa.org.au Your community.

Your experience.




Confidential m

TASMANIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT ASSOCIATION
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e ] Oates Pryor noted that the Annual Report is not
only published on the TUSA website but circulated
to university staff.
e C Harris indicated that the 2023 and 2024 Annual
Reports are on the TUSA website and provided the
link to the webpage.
6.3 Reflections on 2025 SC Meetings VERBAL ONLY
J Oates Pryor

e ] Oates Pryor invited reflections, comments, and
critiques (positive, negative or neutral) about the
structure of State Council meetings and reporting.

e A Bisset Stewart noted that the State Council have
done well to cut things down so the meetings do
not run over time as frequently, and there can be
deeper discussions about important topics instead
of focus on reports that should have been read prior
to the meeting.

e The State Council discussed that, while it is useful
to connect with external organisations, it has been
useful to keep the State Council meetings internal to
TUSA, and to make additional meetings for
discussions with any external organisations or
stakeholders.

e The State Council discussed preference for the
Advocacy update to be primarily a written report.

e J Oates Pryor asked if the State Council saw value in
having a State Council workplan, to give more
structure to what is being brought to each State
Council meeting.

o The State Council discussed the value of
having a plan, while also leaving space for
how priorities shift and change throughout
the year.

o There was discussion about the virtue of

planning a month or two in advance, but not
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prescribing everything for the whole year,
due to the nature of how things pop up in the
student representation space.

o Suggestion of inclusion in State Council
reports an item that State Council members
would like to discuss, in the internal space, to
ensure that reps know they can bring things
to meetings.

o Noted that reporting back about decisions
from the Board and Committees has not
been done in as structured of a way this year,
and that this could become a more formal
process. However, she discussed capacity
here and stated it would only be a brief
update of key decisions.

o It was also noted that there are no guidelines
around the baseline expectation of reporting
to the State Council, and that a bit more
guidance might be useful.

e ] Oates Pryor asked for ideas around how the State
Council might intersect their meetings with external
projects and organisations.

o There was discussion around how meetings
may not be the best place, but that higher
involvement from State Council is still the

goal.
O
OTHER BUSINESS 5
mins
7.1 Elections Feedback VERBAL ONLY

C Harris

e C Harris asked if the State Council had any feedback
on this year’s Elections process.
e The State Council raised that policies and

information are unclear around ticketing, and that
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there needs to be more clarity around the rules for
ticketing.

e A Bisset Stewart noted that a lot of students who
were engaged at the Cradle Coast Democracy
Sausage event did not know much about the
Elections. He suggested that Cradle Coast students
are often more responsive to on-campus activity,
and that A-frames and posters on campus,
alongside events, are the most effective ways to
capture these students when compared to online

engagement.

Meeting Closed: 5:27pm
Next Meeting: November 12, 2025
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ACTION REGISTER
as at October 2025
# Date of Action Iltem Responsibl Action Progress to Status
Meeting e Party Date or
Further Action
Required
1 | 23.01.25 | Project All Reps To update the | To be revisited | Paused
Register Projects for a refresh
(linked) Register by J Oates .
before the Pryor, A Smlth
and C Harris.
February State
Council Removed from
meeting. the website
until further
progress.
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TUSA STATE COUNCIL

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST REGISTER
as at March 2025

Date of Relevant Conflict of Interest Comments Status

Meeting Parties (Open/ongoing/

closed)

i 20.11.23 M Current President of | Aleah Clarke is Ongoing
Warringto | Disability Students the Vice
n Collective (DiSCo) President
vA 20.11.23 M Member of the UTAS | Paid casual rate | Ongoing
Warringto | Disability Inclusion | for attendance at
n Campus Reference meetings usually
Group (DICRG) spaced six weeks
a part for three
hours at a time.
e 01.12.23 | M Board Member of Ongoing
Warringto | Disability Voices
n Tasmania
3 01.01.23 M Member of Blind Ongoing
Warringto | Citizens Australia
n (BCA) and
Committee
member of the
BCA National
Policy Committee
3 06.12.23  J Oates Member of the Ongoing
Pryor Tasmanian University
Law Society.
S 5.3.24 J Oates Member of Ongoing
Pryor Tasmanian Students
for Palestine
740 06.12.23 J Oates Paid Casual UTAS Including various | Ongoing
Pryor Staff Member roles: OSCE Role
Player; Casual
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i 23.01.25 | J Oates
Pryor

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

28.1.24

R Fox

R Fox

Staff Member for

both Theatre

department and
Faculty of Law

NUS State Branch
President

Events Manager of
the Tasmanian
University Social
Work Community
Casual Committee
Member of the
Psychology Society
Past President of
John Fisher
Residential College
Life Member of
John Fisher
Residential College
Past Student
Recruitment officer
(Interstate) full-
time with UTAS
Casual Associate
Future Student
Officer with UTAS
CALE - Social
Work Student
Advocate

Casual Member of
the Bottom of the
Earth Society

Paid casual UTAS
staff member

KSM101 PASS
Leader,
Interstate

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Closed (2023)

Ongoing

Closed (January
2025)

Current

Current

Ongoing

Ongoing
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student
ambassador

R Fox Past Vice President Closed - 2023
and Social
Convenor of John
Fisher Residential
College
R Fox Life Member of
John Fisher
Residential College
R Fox CSIRO CAST Joint CSIRO-UTAS | Closed — 2024
Student internship | contribution to
honoraria.
R Fox Agrifutures Honoraria Ongoing
Australia 2024/25 | received from
Scholar Agrifutures
Australia.

3.2.25 S Buelens | Member of the Ongoing

Maths and Physics
Society

S Buelens | Member of the Ongoing
Engineering
Society

S Buelens | Partner works for Ongoing
UTAS as a
Community
Engagement
Leader

S Buelens ' Student Associate Ongoing
Membership of the
Australian Institute
of Physics

Namesh | Student Ongoing

Kumar Ambassador for
Study Tasmania
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