Confidential m
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MINUTES

For the meeting of the TUSA State Council to be held at
September 16t 2025 at 4pm AEST

held Online via Zoom.

Chair: B Smith
Meeting opened: 4:02pm
# ITEM APPENDIX TIME
EST
1. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 5
mins

1.1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
H Shojaee Pour

| want to begin by acknowledging the palawa and pakana
peoples as the Traditional Custodians of this land, lutruwita.
| acknowledge their ongoing connection to Country: to land,
waters, skies, and story. And | honour that connection not as
something abstract, but as something still living, held in

care, knowledge, and resistance across generations.

| say this today not just out of protocol, but from a place of
reflection: reflection that's been shaped by my time here,
both as a visitor, as someone who lives here on this land,
and as someone who studies place, stories, and the ways
we come to know land through what'’s built and unbuilt,

what'’s said and left unsaid.

When | first came to Tasmania, | was struck by a feeling |
couldn’t quite name. It wasn't just the landscapes or the
weather or the scale of things. It was something quieter,
more layered, something I've only recently begun to
articulate. A few weeks ago, | visited MONA for the first
time. Like most people, I'd seen the headlines, heard the
hype. And yes, the museum is striking, the art, the

underground, the entire choreography of the experience.
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But it was only later, when | read this chapter for a book |

was proofreading and reviewing for my supervisor-on the

“Mona Effect” and how MONA helped put Hobart and then

Tasmania on the global cultural map- that | started to really

think about what that experience meant. Not just for me, but

for this place.

The chapter described how Tasmania has often been
imagined from afar, as remote, dark, strange. as an “Other
place.” A place once called backward or forgotten, haunting,
even unreal. A place that didn’t quite “belong” to the rest of
Australia, let alone the world. And yet, somehow, it's this
very sense of otherness that the media, the tourist industry,
and even MONA itself have turned into a kind of cultural
currency; into a selling point. | kept turning that over. That
tension between presence and perception. Between who
gets to tell the story of a place, and whose stories get
flattened or erased along the way. It made me realise how
easily architecture, art, tourism, even good intentions can
become part of that flattening if we don’t pause and ask:
what was here before? Whose lands are we standing on?
What has this place carried? What does it continue to carry

beneath the surface?

As someone who studies the built environment, I've learned
that the most important parts of a place are rarely the ones
on display. They're the layers, the unresolved, the
uncomfortable, the deeply held. And in Tasmania, those
layers run deep.

In this moment, gathered here in our roles, doing the work
of students, representatives, leaders, | think it matters that
we ground ourselves in that awareness. That we
acknowledge this land not as a blank canvas for cultural
rebranding or economic development, but as a living

Country that has shaped and continues to shape us,
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whether we notice it or not. A place that holds stories we

may never fully grasp.

So in that spirit, | offer this acknowledgement not as a
closing of a paragraph or a box to tick, but as a kind of
opening. An opening to reflect, to feel, to be unsettled.
Because | believe that's what real acknowledgement is: not

comfort, but accountability.

1.2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LIVED EXPERIENCE
M Warrington

As we come together today, let's take a moment to
recognise that each of us brings with us a unique lived
experience.

We're students, advocates, leaders — but we are also
people shaped by our cultures, our communities, our
identities, and our circumstances.

Right now, many of us are also conscious of events
happening beyond our immediate community: the crisis
facing Nepalese students and families, or the recent campus
shooting in the United States targeting Charlie Kirk, both
events raise confronting questions about safety, respectful
debate, and the way ideas are contested in public spaces.
These events remind us that what we do here — choosing
respect, listening with care, and supporting one another —
matters.

Some of us may carry the weight of discrimination,
disability, family responsibilities, or financial strain. Others
may be navigating health challenges, or simply the pressure
of showing up when things are hard.

So today, as we step into discussion and decision-making,
let’s give each other space — space to speak honestly, to
feel heard, and to be human.

Let’'s choose kindness in our tone, understanding in our
questions, and courage in our advocacy.
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1.3 WELCOME
Chair — B Smith

1.4 ATTENDANCE
J Oates Pryor (joined 4:21pm), B Smith, M Warrington, J
Bell, H Shojaee Pour, N Kumar, R Fox

1.5 APOLOGIES
SL Buelens, A Bisset Stewart

1.6 ABSENT

1.7 GUESTS & OBSERVERS
C Harris — Executive Support and Media Administrator

J Lenthall - Community Development & Advocacy Officer

1.8 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
State Council members are reminded of the requirements of
clause 6 of the TUSA’s Conflict of Interest Policy (instituted
on 28 November 2019) which requires members to identify
and disclose any conflicts of interest including gifts.
2. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 5
mins

2.1 AMENDMENTS

2.2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING APPENDIX A
Motion:

that the minutes of the TUSA State Council meeting held on

August 19%, 2025 be accepted as a true and accurate

record of the proceedings of that meeting, and approved for

upload to the TUSA website.

MOVED: M Warrington SECONDED: R Fox
Passed with no abstentions.

2.3 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
e See action items table
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3. | CORRESPONDENCE 10
mins
3.1 INWARDS N/A
3.1.1

3.2 OUTWARDS N/A
3.21

4. | INTERNAL UPDATES VERBAL ONLY
4.1 Advocates Update
J Lenthall

e J Lenthall provided an overview of Advocacy
statistics for the months of July and August,
including both raw numbers and graphs.

e For July, financial issues were the primary case
presentation reason.

o Thisis on trend with the rest of 2025, for
which financial cases have been considerably
higher in number compared to 2024.

o There has been an increase in referrals to
both the SAFCU Financial Hardship Scheme
and the TUSA Food Hub.

¢ J Lenthall noted a drop-off in Academic Integrity
cases, and a slight increase in accommodation-
related issues.

e Hobart was the primary location for cases in July,
followed by Launceston; it was noted that this is
aligned with the size of these campuses. However,
he did note that Rozelle had more cases than Cradle
Coast.

e J Lenthall noted that Launceston overtook Hobart for
case numbers in August, which is an uncommon
occurrence.

e Academic integrity dropped off entirely in August,

with not a single case recorded.
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e There was a slight increase in online cases, and a
consistency of low case numbers coming from
Cradle Coast.

e J Lenthall noted that undergraduate students are
and have continuously been the highest presenting
when compared to postgraduate students.

e The Bachelor of Nursing is consistently the most
commonly presenting degree, followed by
Paramedicine and ICT.

e There were spikes noted in other degrees, including
Architecture and Build Environments. However, the
three degrees mentioned above are the highest in
terms of consistent presentation.

e R Fox asked what Bachelor of Nursing students
were presenting for.

o Academic Integrity is a historical presentation
reason for Nursing students; however, July
and August are reflective of almost
exclusively financial issues.

e B Smith asked if there was an age range of students
that are most commonly presenting to the
Advocates.

o Asthey are Bachelor of Nursing students, it
was stated that it was likely they would be
younger students. However, it was noted that
Nursing has a mix of students who have just
left college, and mature-age students
returning to study, so this could not be
confirmed either way.

o It was noted that the financial issues
presenting were general financial issues
rather than placement poverty issues.

o There was interest among the State Council
in figuring out why Nursing students in
particular are struggling with financial issues,
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so that relief on a wider scale could be
advocated for.

e H Shojaee Pour requested data around how many
students presenting are domestic vs international,
particularly for financial issues.

¢ J Lenthall made it clear that there may sometimes be
information the Advocates are unable to provide, as
it could be potentially identifying for students or
contain confidential information, which they are
unable to share.

e ] Oates Pryor asked the State Council how useful
they found the information and its format, and ways
it might be more effective or meaningful.

o The State Council noted that they found the
course breakdown helpful, as it identified
potential courses which may need more
targeted work from a representation
perspective.

o The visual nature of the graphs to display the
data was also appreciated.

o The State Council discussed the possibility of
having a comparison to the year before,
allowing for a view of how much things have
changed. This would also identify what
emerging trends are, versus what is a longer-
standing issue.

o Anissues-based breakdown for each study
area was suggested, to see if there are
different issues in different study areas. A
breakdown of issues by campus was
suggested for the same reason, with a key
issue of the month for each campus identified
as a potentially useful stat.

o To align with the State Council portfolios, a
key issue for undergraduate and
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postgraduate students respectively was also
suggested.
o The State Council also raised whether
information on different Equity cohorts and
their key issues could be extrapolated into
usable data. However, there was an

understanding that this may be more difficult

to deliver.
5. COUNCIL REPORTS 10
mins
5.1 PRESIDENT APPENDIX B

J Oates Pryor
Report accepted by State Council.
e J Oates Pryor apologised for the lateness of their
report.
e They highlighted relational work as their key focus
over the last month, as opposed to operational.
¢ M Warrington asked about the University Council
presentation, dissent around student numbers on
Council, and what the main objections were.

o J Oates Pryor explained that, in his research,
he found that UTAS is the only university in
the country to have only 1 appointed student
on University Council. He also noted that
76% of public universities in Australia have a
minimum of 2 elected students on University
Council.

o He noted that there was surprise among
University Council members at this, but that
the complexities of adding a second student
member were raised as a response.

o However, the value of having a second
student member, and a postgraduate student,
on University Council was also raised.

e The State Council requested an update on meetings

around timetabling for exams.
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o J Oates Pryor updated that there were plans
for a monthly meeting to discuss this issue in
more depth, but that this has not yet
happened.

o The State Council discussed that the exam
timetable should be available the day after
Census date, or even as early as the start of
semester. Despite some support for this from
the university side, change has not yet been
secured in this area.

e ] Oates Pryor raised 2 questions for the rest of the
State Council:

o  What's one thing we should know that will
improve our working together for next
month?

o What's one thing you need from us that will
help you be successful?

e ] Oates Pryor then provided his answers to the raised
questions:

o They raised high commitment levels with
both classes and elections, as well as their
personal feelings of burnout. They requested
connection on a meaningful level and
effectiveness in working together to help

combat feelings of isolation and overwhelm.

MOTION:

Moved: B Smith Seconded: M Warrington

Passed with no abstentions.

that the following club’s affiliation be accepted for 2025, subject
to fulfilling all the affiliation criteria:

Speech, Physio, Occupational Therapy Society (SPOT)
(Statewide-based)

The objects and purposes of the Society shall be:
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e Interdisciplinary networking, an opportunity for
students studying Speech Pathology, Physiotherapy
and Occupational Therapy to connect and collaborate

e Peer support and mentoring, providing opportunities
for students at different stages of their education to
assist others

e Creating opportunities for students to develop
professionally

e Promote social connection and wellbeing between the
allied health disciplines

J Oates Pryor raised ‘interdisciplinary’, and aimed for
encouragement around how they can engage meaningfully
with other health-focused Clubs & Societies (TUMMS, TUSC).

NEW AFFILIATION (approved via circular, here for noting
only)

MOTION:

Moved: SL Buelens Seconded: B Smith

Passed with no abstentions on August 29th, 2025.

that the following club’s affiliation be accepted for 2025, subject
to fulfilling all the affiliation criteria:

Saudi Students Club (Statewide-based)

The objects and purposes of the Club shall be:

e To promote understanding and appreciation of the
Saudi culture.

e Provide opportunities for members of the society to
engage and enjoy in social and cultural activities

e Provide possible assistance to new Saudi students to
the university

e Organizing social, sport, cultural, scientific events, and
seminars.

e Participating in academic and international days held
at the universities and other activities

e Provide volunteer and community service opportunities
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e Create a safe and inclusive environment where
students from diverse backgrounds can connect and
share experiences.

e Celebrate important local, national, or international
occasions that align with the club’s values.

5.2 GENERAL SECRETARY APPENDIX C
B Smith
Report accepted by State Council.

e B Smith responded to J Oates Pryor’s questions:

o She indicated that she was feeling a bit burnt
out and would love some positivity and zest
from everyone to help get things moving for
the rest of the 2025 State Council’'s term.

5.3 EQUITY PRESIDENT APPENDIX D
M Warrington
Report accepted by Equity Committee

e M Warrington informed the Committee that B
Farquhar has taken on the role of LGBTQIA+ Officer,
with onboarding to commence soon.

o He also noted that V Yap is planning to step
down from the Equity Committee, with |
Leffler to be onboarded into the role
following V Yap’s recommendation.

e M Warrington also noted that work on UTAS’
Disability Inclusion Action Plan (DIAP) continues,
with some of this delegated to the Disability
Collective Society of Students (DiSCO).

e The International Students Officer, M Poudel, has
been helping to create a statement around events in
Nepal and support for students.

e M Warrington answered J Oates Pryor’s questions:

o He emphasised the importance of remaining
positive in interactions and connecting with

other members of the State Council.
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e B Smith asked about the Sorell study hub, how the
visit was, and whether it could be a TUSA space.

o M Warrington noted that this is primarily a
space for students who are at TAFE, with
only two UTAS students registered.
However, it is close to Hobart, and it was
identified that Clubs & Societies could benefit
from utilising the space.

e J Oates Pryor asked about the note in M
Warrington'’s report asking for leadership response
around SSAF in the distance/online space,
particularly around what this refers to and what is
needed.

o M Warrington identified that the
Distance/Online Officer has been
campaigning for a Mature-Age Student
Officer to be added to the Equity Committee.
Due to capacity, this has been pushed to
2026.

o He raised a motion put forward 6 months ago
around SSAF for online students and equity
of experience, as some online students
believe they do not see ample benefit.

» |t was highlighted that a response to
this was wanted from UTAS
leadership. J Oates Pryor agreed to
follow this up.

e M Warrington noted that the Reconciliation Action
Plan (RAP) has been sent off for what is hoped to be
final endorsement from Reconciliation Australia. He
also identified that conversations have begun with
the artist for the RAP artwork, with sketches to come
soon.

5.4 CAMPUS PRESIDENT - SOUTH APPENDIX E
R Fox
Report accepted by State Council
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e R Fox provided her answer to J Oates Pryor’s
questions:

o She identified support with running Vent
Tents on the day as an area of wanted
assistance from the rest of the State Council,
particularly as all the Vent Tents after mid-
semester break were currently being run by
her.

o She also raised that State Council members
could come to her if they would like support
with other matters.

e M Warrington asked about UniBar feedback received
from Vent Tents. She noted that there had been
some discussion in this space, but that details could
not be discussed.

5.5 CAMPUS PRESIDENT - NORTH APPENDIX F
H Shojaee Pour
Report accepted by State Council.

e H Shojaee Pour raised hopes to run another Vent
Tent in the North in Week 10, following a successful
Vent Tent in Week 6.

e She indicated a focus on preparing for handover, and
ensuring students in the North know about
elections.

e She responded to J Oates Pryor’s questions:

o She requested more feedback from the other
members of the State Council. She
particularly asked for feedback around
handover of issues to the next incoming
representative, as well as around where the
line is in terms of putting a particular issue
aside.

o The State Council discussed the need to
sometimes put an issue on the backburner

when there is no progress, as well as finding
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support from other student reps when an
issue is particularly difficult.
o A Smith organised to meet with H Shojaee
Pour on these topics.
e M Warrington asked about the Inveresk car park
update in H Shojaee’s report.
o She stated that there would be a meeting
with the Launceston City Youth Advisory
Group on this issue, but that it has not yet
been scheduled.

NEW AFFILIATION (approved via circular, here for noting
only)

MOTION:

Moved: H Shojaee Pour Seconded: R Fox

Passed with no abstentions on August 25, 2025.

that the following club’s affiliation be accepted for 2025, subject
to fulfilling all the affiliation criteria:

Launceston Social Volleyball Club  (North-based)

The objects and purposes of the Club shall be:

e Create a safe social environment and gathering for
volleyball enthusiasts.

e Playregular 6 on 6 games of indoor volleyball.

e Hostregulartraining/teaching volleyball sessions.

e Create A/B grade volleyball teams to compete in
Volleyball Tasmania tournaments.

e Participate in Australian Statewide volleyball
tournaments

5.6 CAMPUS PRESIDENT - CRADLE COAST APPENDIX G
A Bisset Stewart
Report accepted by State Council
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e M Warrington asked about the Student Welcoming
Strategy Proposal.

o J Oates Pryor provided some insight here,
stating that the proposal is partly about a
nationwide initiative around welcoming
students on humanitarian refugee visas, and
how we welcome and support them and their
integration in a more meaningful way.

o He indicated that there could have been
thought about this being a statewide initiative
at some stage, but it seems to be just a
Cradle Coast strategy at the moment.

o M Warrington raised the risk of isolating this
program by focusing it in so narrowly to one
campus and one team, and that this may
mean missed stakeholder engagement

opportunities.

5.7 CAMPUS PRESIDENT - ROZELLE N/A

N/A

5.8 EDUCATION PRESIDENT (UG) APPENDIX H
SL Buelens

Report accepted by State Council

e M Warrington applauded the great work of SL
Buelens, as well as J Oates Pryor and B Smith on the
Students as Partners model.

e ] Oates Pryor asked about how the State Council can
be working better with SL Buelens to help with
capacity to do more proactive work. B Smith agreed
with this, asking how SL Buelens might be assisted
in running events to activate the undergraduate
space.

5.9 EDUCATION PRESIDENT (PG) APPENDIX |
N Kumar

Report accepted by State Council.

TASMANIAN Your
UNIVERSITY

Your experience.
tusa.org.au Your community.




Confidential

TASMANIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT ASSOCIATION
TUSA State Council
MINUTES
e N Kumar noted that his report was quite minimal and
apologised for this.
e N Kumar noted he would like to come to at least two
more Vent Tents in the south this semester.
e He provided responses to J Oates Pryor’s questions:
o He noted he is having issues with getting
access to Zoom to schedule meetings, and
would appreciate help with this.
= A Smith suggesting putting in an IT
Service Ticket through the Staff Portal
with UTAS to see if this can be
resolved.
o He noted that this issue meant that the recent
Shut Up & Write sessions have been online
only, rather than hybrid as had recently been
rolled out.
6. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

6.1 Key Messaging VERBAL ONLY
J Oates Pryor
¢ J Oates Pryor raised that they did not see any
substantive items arising over the next month.
e ] Oates Pryor did note that students in the South do
not know where or what the Forest building is.

o R Fox confirmed that the university was
working on better communication with
students.

o N Kumar raised that he has connected with
the university regarding HDR Social Sciences
students, who have issues with the space
that has been allocated to them in the Forest.

e M Warrington asked about the current State
Counci8l vacancy at Rozelle and what is being done
to ensure TUSA is still being represented there.

o The original plan was for the new Rozelle

President to start early on October 1%,
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However, this cannot be confirmed until a
new Rozelle President is elected.

o It was also noted that T St Quintin is doing
both Food Hub and Events and Activation on
the Rozelle Campus on a 0.4 FTE basis,
making sure TUSA remains present. This will
include running Elections-focused events.

e Students as Partners has lagged due to absences on
both TUSA and UTAS sides, with plans for this to be
picked up next week to work on a centralised
framework across the entire University, not just

academic units.

7. OTHER BUSINESS 5
mins
7.1 State Council Annual Report VERBAL ONLY
C Harris

e C Harris raised that, every year, the State Council
representatives write an Annual Report in
November, highlighting their work and successes
over their terms.

e This is submitted at the November State Council
meeting, and then compiled into an Annual Report
which is uploaded to the website and printed.

e She flagged that she would be sending out a
template for this in the coming weeks, and the State
Council discussed the potential for Shut Up & Write

sessions around annual reporting.

Meeting Closed: 5:25pm.
Next Meeting: September 16%, 2025
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ACTION REGISTER
as at August 2025

# Date of Action Iltem Responsibl

Meeting e Party

1 | 23.01.25 | Project All Reps
Register
(linked)

2 23.07.25 VentTents | R Fox (in
consultatio
n with
other reps
running
Vent Tents)

Action

To update the
Projects
Register
before the
February State
Council

meeting.

To provide a
list of tentative
Semester 2
dates for Vent
Tents.

Progress to Status
Date or
Further Action
Required

To be revisited | Paused
for a refresh

by J Oates

Pryor, A Smith

and C Harris.

Removed from
the website
until further
progress.
Closed
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TUSA STATE COUNCIL

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST REGISTER
as at March 2025

Date of Relevant Conflict of Interest Comments Status

Meeting Parties (Open/ongoing/

closed)

i 20.11.23 M Current President of | Aleah Clarke is Ongoing
Warringto | Disability Students the Vice
n Collective (DiSCo) President
vA 20.11.23 M Member of the UTAS | Paid casual rate | Ongoing
Warringto | Disability Inclusion | for attendance at
n Campus Reference meetings usually
Group (DICRG) spaced six weeks
a part for three
hours at a time.
e 01.12.23 | M Board Member of Ongoing
Warringto | Disability Voices
n Tasmania
3 01.01.23 M Member of Blind Ongoing
Warringto | Citizens Australia
n (BCA) and
Committee
member of the
BCA National
Policy Committee
3 06.12.23  J Oates Member of the Ongoing
Pryor Tasmanian University
Law Society.
S 5.3.24 J Oates Member of Ongoing
Pryor Tasmanian Students
for Palestine
740 06.12.23 J Oates Paid Casual UTAS Including various | Ongoing
Pryor Staff Member roles: OSCE Role
Player; Casual
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i 23.01.25 | J Oates
Pryor

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

A Smith

28.1.24

R Fox

R Fox

Staff Member for

both Theatre

department and
Faculty of Law

NUS State Branch
President

Events Manager of
the Tasmanian
University Social
Work Community
Casual Committee
Member of the
Psychology Society
Past President of
John Fisher
Residential College
Life Member of
John Fisher
Residential College
Past Student
Recruitment officer
(Interstate) full-
time with UTAS
Casual Associate
Future Student
Officer with UTAS
CALE - Social
Work Student
Advocate

Casual Member of
the Bottom of the
Earth Society

Paid casual UTAS
staff member

KSM101 PASS
Leader,
Interstate

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Closed (2023)

Ongoing

Closed (January
2025)

Current

Current

Ongoing

Ongoing
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student
ambassador

R Fox Past Vice President Closed - 2023
and Social
Convenor of John
Fisher Residential
College
R Fox Life Member of
John Fisher
Residential College
R Fox CSIRO CAST Joint CSIRO-UTAS | Closed — 2024
Student internship | contribution to
honoraria.
R Fox Agrifutures Honoraria Ongoing
Australia 2024/25 | received from
Scholar Agrifutures
Australia.

3.2.25 S Buelens | Member of the Ongoing

Maths and Physics
Society

S Buelens | Member of the Ongoing
Engineering
Society

S Buelens | Partner works for Ongoing
UTAS as a
Community
Engagement
Leader

S Buelens ' Student Associate Ongoing
Membership of the
Australian Institute
of Physics

Namesh | Student Ongoing

Kumar Ambassador for
Study Tasmania
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